History J 400, section 17387:  
"From Pueblos to Strip Malls:  The History of the American Landscape”

Fall 2007
T 10:10 am-12:00 pm
BH 221
Instructor:  

Eric Sandweiss, Associate Professor of History

822 Ballantine Hall

sesandw@indiana.edu
855-0210
office hour:  Thursday, 10 am-12 pm, and by appointment
SUMMARY

How different would American history look if we used the world around us as our textbook?  Pueblo villages, 40-acre farmsteads, downtown skyscrapers, interstate highways, and suburban strip malls—they all reflect who we are as a nation.  And yet, important as the landscape is to our daily lives, historians often neglect what it has to teach us about our history.

This class has two goals.  You can divide them roughly into “content” and “skills”:

1)  Content:  you will learn to “read” the history of such everyday spaces, and to understand what they tell us about American culture.

2)  Skills:  you will improve your ability to write an extended, original research-based essay.  
Through your reading, discussion, contributions to our class website, and writing and research exercises, you will prepare yourself first to select the topic of your final paper, and then to carry it out successfully.  

ASSIGNMENTS/WRITING
This is a senior seminar.  In individual and group settings we will work together to develop the research and writing skills you will need for your final paper (and, ultimately, for almost any professional field).  The paper must be a significant piece of original research, approximately 18-20 double-spaced pages in length (not including notes and illustrations).  

Each class meeting will include four basic activities:

1)  A discussion of the week's readings and other assigned material

2)  A discussion/lecture about a topic related to that week's readings

3)  A discussion of a particular writing or research challenge
4)  A preview of the upcoming readings
I expect you to participate actively in all of these activities—offering your opinions, asking questions, and responding respectfully to your classmates.  If you have questions about historical writing that aren't answered in class, be sure to visit the history department's "Research and Writing Resources for History J300 and J400" website, http://www.indiana.edu/~histweb/seminars/index.html
READING:

The reading load for this course is not heavy, but you must 

*  read each source closely

*  take notes

*  come to class prepared to discuss both its substance and style

Just as you will for your research, we will be reading only primary sources:  the words of observers at or near the time of the events that we study.  We will talk not only about the point the author makes, but also about the way in which he makes it.  

All reading is available either on IU e-reserve (http://ereserves.indiana.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=4113;  password:  "capable"  ) or on the web, as noted on the syllabus.
GRADING:

Your final grade for the class will reflect your class participation (25 percent) and your written assignments, including the final paper (75 percent total).  

Participation will be measured as a combination of 1) regular attendance (only official medical notes, or evidence of family emergency, are acceptable excuses for non-attendance);  2) an active and supportive role in discussion and in-class exercises;  and 3) evidence of preparation for the week's readings.  Success in all these areas will earn you an "A" on this portion of your grade.

Your written work (including the final paper, which is 35 percent of the total class grade, and several smaller assignments totaling 40 percent) will be graded on a four-point basis, as follows:

4.  Factually solid, stylistically clear and grammatically correct, reflecting original research and creative thinking

3.  Factually solid, stylistically clear or grammatically correct, adequately researched and conceived

2.  Partially factual, adequately researched, but in need of significant grammar and style improvements (or partially factual, grammatically and stylistically adequate, but inadequately researched and conceived)

1.  Lacking in factual substance, stylistic clarity, and grammatical correctness;  inadequately researched and conceived

SYLLABUS

1.  August 28:  Introduction:  Grounding History
NOTE:  Meet on the benches on the southern lawn of the Monroe County Courthouse, Kirkwood, between College and Walnut.  This week only, class will commence at 10:25.
Reading:  


J.B. Jackson, "The Stranger's Path," in Landscapes (1970), pp. 92-106 (e-reserve).

2.  September 4:  Native Landscapes

Reading:  


Lewis H. Morgan, "Houses of the Sedentary Indians of New Mexico," Ch. 6 of Houses and House-Life of the American Aborigines (1881), pp. 140-68.  (e-reserve)


"The Creation" (Kado creation myth), Tale # 9, Ch. 1 of Stith Thompson, ed., Tales of the North American Indians (1929), http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/tnai/tnai01.htm
Assignment:  


Seeing with Fresh Eyes:  Write an account (3-4 pages) of the buildings and landscape of Bloomington, Indiana, from the standpoint of an intelligent observer, newly arrived from another planet.  

3.  September 11:  Colonizing the Continent

Reading:  


The Laws of the Indies (1573;  excerpts), http://www.arc.miami.edu/knight/Resources/Laws%20of%20the%20Indies.html

Auguste Chouteau, “Narrative of the Settlement of St. Louis” (1827;  1855)  (e-reserve)

Assignment:  

Summarizing Sources:  Choose any image from the course website, and locate one of your own for submission.  Prepare a c. 50-word caption for each, describing the history of this site based on what you see and what you find in your research.  Be sure to cite at least three different sources, and to quote from at least one that is not originally a website. 
4.  September 18:  Colonizing the Continent, 2

Reading:  


“Articles of Agreement for Springfield, Massachusetts” (1636) (e-reserve)


John Smith, Description of Virginia, part 1 (1612) http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/etcbin/toccer-new2?id=J1008.xml&images=images/modeng&data=/texts/english/modeng/parsed&tag=public&part=all
Assignment:


Commenting on Others' Work:  Prepare and submit comments on any three illustrations that have been captioned by your classmates.  

Guest:  Lisa Hooper, IU Library

5.  September 25:  Making a National Landscape

Reading:  


"An Ordinance for Ascertaining the Mode of Disposing of Lands in the Western Territory, May 20, 1785," (The Land Ordinance of 1785) http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/bds:@field(FLD001+90898211+):@@@
[
Alexander Hamilton, "Report to the Congress on the Subject of Manufactures" (1791;  excerpts), http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/text/civ/1791manufactures.html

Thomas Jefferson, “Notes on the State of Virginia” (1781), Query 19 http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/JefVirg.html
Assignment:


Assessing Sources:  Critique a Wikipedia entry on the subject of any of the illustrations posted on the course website, using the "history" function and at least one outside source (2-3 pages).
6.  October 2:  Into the West

Reading:  


Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” (1893)  http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/TURNER/chapter1.html

"A Bill to Secure Actual Settlers on the Public Domain" (The Homestead Act of 1862) (http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llhb&fileName=037/llhb037.db&recNum=443)

Assignment:  


Assessing Sources, part 2:  Select any one of the primary documents assigned on this syllabus.  Locate at least three books or articles concerning that docuument or the topic it represents.  In a concise essay (2-4 pages), assess the authors' approach to the topic:  their points of view, their evidence, their points of similarity or difference.
7.  October 9:  Nineteenth-Century Cities, Seen

Reading:


Charles Dickens, “New York,” ch. 6 of American Notes for Circulation (1842), http://www.bibliomania.com/0/0/19/32/frameset.html

Walt Whitman, “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry” (1856), http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/2278.html
Assignment:  


Using Your Voice:  Select a pre-1900s panorama of an American city (you may choose to find choices at :  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/pangeogindex1.html or http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/pmhtml/panmap.html or another site).  Write a 50-word caption in three different voices:  a student, a resident of the city at the time of the picture, and a third voice of your own choosing.

8.  October 16:  Nineteenth-Century Cities, Improved

Reading:  


Frederick Law Olmsted, “Public Parks and the Enlargement of Towns” (1870) (e-reserve)


Louis Sullivan, “The Tall Office Building Artistically Considered” Lippincott's Magazine (March 1896) (e-reserve)

Assignment:  


Essay Prospectus:  Prepare a statement of your proposed research.  Include a summary of your topic, a justification of the need for your paper, an overview of your research questions and methods you expect to apply to your subject, and an assessment of the existing literature.  Your bibliography that includes at least ten citations, at least two of which are primary sources.
9.  October 23:  The Progressives' City

Reading:


Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives (1890), Introduction, Ch. 1 ("Genesis of the Tenements"), 4 ("The Down Town Back Alleys"), 24 ("What Has Been Done") http://www.cis.yale.edu/amstud/inforev/riis/contents.html

"Immigrants and Their Children," ch. 11 of Jane Addams, Twenty Years at Hull House, (1912), http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/addams/hullhouse/hullhouse-11.html
10.  October 30:  Suburban Metropolis

Reading:  


Booth Tarkington, The World Does Move (Doubleday, 1928), pp. 119-32 (e-reserve)


James M. Cain, “Paradise," The American Mercury (1933) (e-reserve)


Simone de Beauvoir, "Los Angeles," from America Day by Day (1953) (e-reserve)

Assignment:  

Essay Outline:  Outline your paper.  Include a restatement of your problem or thesis, a list of major sections and subsections within them (with as much detail as possible about the content of individual paragraphs), and a preliminary bibliography.
11.  November 6:  The Federal Landscape

Reading:  


"Shelter," from James Agee, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men (1941), Book 2, Part 2, the Gudger House, pp. 123-189 (e-reserve)
Assignment:  


Putting Your Work Out There:  Prepare and submit a 75-100-word abstract of your paper, along with two images, for the course website.
12.  November 13:  Suburbs Real and Ideal

Reading:

Frank Lloyd Wright, "The Cardboard House," and "The City," (1930) from The Future of Architecture (1953), pp. 143-63;  181-98. (e-reserve)

“Planning the Postwar House,” Architectural Forum 80, Jan.-March 1944 (e-reserve)
Assignment:  


First Draft
13.  November 20:  Postwar Retailing and Roadscapes

Reading:  


Victor Gruen and Larry Smith.  "Prologue," and "Designing the Shopping Center," part 2, chap. 8 of Shopping Towns USA:  The Planning of Shopping Centers (1960) (e-reserve)

David Carlson, "What's Next in Shopping Centers?," Architectural Forum, April 1960, pp. 129-31, 236-40.  (e-reserve)

Peter Blake, "Improvements and Comforts of Social Life," in God's Own Junkyard:  The Planned Deterioration of America's Landscape (1964), pp. 33-38.  (e-reserve)
14.  November 27:  The Virtual City

Reading:  


Russ Rymer, “Back to the Future:  Disney Reinvents the Company Town,” Harper’s Magazine (October 1996), pp. 65-78 (e-reserve)


Andres Duany and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, "The Second Coming of the American Small Town,” The Wilson Quarterly 16 (Winter 1992)  19-48  (e-reserve)

15:  December 4:  From Pueblos to Strip Malls:  Final Paper Presentations
Assignment:


Final Draft
